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_ A Diſcourſe. of Patronage... 


LE man mm 


CHA P. I 


An enquiry into the Original of the Evangelical Miniſtry, and 
| the State of the Primitive Churches, | 


herein, as unfeaſonable, when they conſider that one chief argu- 
MW. ment uſed to withdraw the People from Communion with the Pa- 
rochial Clergy, is this Allegation [ ** That they ar&many of them pre- 
© ſented, by ſuch Patrones as were themſelves utterly ignorant of the 
© tate of the Pariſhes to which they collated; whileſt the People were 
©not called, no, nor permitted to enquire into the qualifications of the 
© Perſons preſented; or ſuffered'to enter their juſt exceptions in bar 
© of- their admiſſion, 'if they knew them unfit to be their ſpiritual. 
© guides, on account of inſufficiency of Gifts, orirregularity of Man- 
© ners.] X 9. 27 
I may alfo adde in vindication of the ſeaſonablenefs of this diſcourſe, 
the outcry that is made by (almoſt) all forts of men, againſt the abuſes 
of Patronage in this preſent Age, by ſome; who turn the honorary: 
truſt into diſhoneſt gain. 9 ans” x +," 
| EOQVEDY therefore into the rife of Patronage, I thought my elf” © - 
obliged to conſider what was the original of the Evangelical Miniſtry, } 
and what was the ſtate of the Primitive Churches, and what was the 
Miniſters maintenance in the firſt ages of the Church. | 
_ Asto the original of the Evangelical Miniſtry, it is unqueſtionably: 
of Chriſtsinftitution : for we find that our Lord and Saviour;the great. 
Shepheard and Biſhop of ſouls, after his Reſyrreion gave'Commil- 
fion to his Diſciples for their Apoſtleſhip, in theſe words,Fohz 20.9.21... 
As my Father ſent me, ſo ſend 1 you, which miſſion not only impow-. 
red them to Preach, but to Ordain others alſo. EE 
As the Father ſent Chriſt to Preach, and ſend: forth them- 3 {6 Stk, t 
; &#..+444065 Law Y 3 


[| may reaſonably preſume, that none will cenſure my undertaking 


ANA 


.(2) 
Fent forth them to Preach, and ſend forth others alſo to the ſervice of 
the Goſpelafter them ;- and thoſe others whom.they ſent and ordained, 
$ were impoyer& a6t only/to/ſerve in the Miniſtry in their Generati- 
ons, but to ordain and ſend forth others after them, ſucceſſively to the 
end of the World : and we find — in Scripture-Hiſtory, that 
the Apoſtles ordained ſome in the Churches to the Office of the Mini- 
iiry, and ſometimes the ſame men to be both Evangeliſts at large, to 
' _ Llabourinthe Word for converſion of unbelievers; and alſo to be El- 
\ dersof Churches, to labour in Doctrine for the edification of Believers : 
'\ Andinproceſſeof Scripture and Church-ſtory,we find that they who by 
the Apoſtles were ordained, did ordain others to the ſame work, | 

It is alſo very material in this Subjectto conſider, what was the ſtate 
of thefirlt Churches, 

I ſuppoſe it willbe eaſily granted, that the Church of Fer»/alem juft 
at our Saviours Aſcenſion, (whileſt the Apoſtles were yet reſident in it, 
and no ordinaty Biſhop or Elders were yet ordained in it that we read. - 
of,,) conſiſted of no more Members than could aſſemble in one place, 

' for the celebration of the ſame individual parts of worſhip: once it 
had no more membrs, than by the Jewiſh order might make a Syna- 
gogue, v1z. one hundred and twenty, AZ 1, 15. And ſo it was-1no-. 
ther places at the beginning of the planting of Chriſtianity there : their 
aor was ſmall and capable of coming. together into one place. 
But it is a ſeaſonable enquiry, what was done when Believers were 
multiplyed in any City, ſo as they could not -afſemble in one place for 

- the celebration of VVorlhip ? That even in the Scripture-times. they 

- were ſo multiplyed in Ferz/alem ſeems to me very. plain, in that St. 
Fames and the Elders, Ads 21.20, ſpeaking of the Brethren there, 

tell. St, Paul of many Myriads [wiz ] or many ten Thouſands of Be- 
lieving Jews, which no man can imagine was a Church conſiſting of 

aſingle Aſſerably or Congregation, but of many. And that ſo alſo did 

{ —the Church of Corixth, Ithink may juſtly be condluded from 1 Cor, 

' T4734. Let your Wemen keep fplence in the Churches : ny Aſſembly 

| being called a Church, and yeere being ſeveral ſuch Afemblies, or 

Ch urches in that one. Church of Corinth, to which one-Church, conſilt- 
ing of many Aſſemblies or Churches; did St. Pax! writc,about orderand 

+ Diſcipline :; And indeed it hath been fufficiently by both Engliſh and 

” Scottiſh Presbyterians, as well as by the Epiſcopal Divines, proved ; 

= - that the Scripture Churches, in Scripture times, ſome of themaroſe- to 
| agfeater nytmaber of converts than could aſſemble in one place to cele- 
oy fe brate 
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bratethe ſame parts of Worthip,  _. _ : _ 
I find this part of the Chriftian World ftuch divided ia their Opini- 

ons, what was done inany of the Scripture-Churches when the number 


of the converts amounted to more Congregationsthan one ina City ? 
Somethink(ifI miſtake them not, which 1do not willingly ) that the 
multirude of Believers ſeparated themſelves by ſevcraſitipulations or 
Church-Covenants (as they call them) into ſeveral Congregations or 

Churches; every one of which CL ongenaions had full power over 

their own members, independent from all the other Congregations of 
the ſame City : and ſo to.them, that ſaying of Chriit,. [ell the Church 

Aath. 18. 17. is, tell the body of the combined believers, whereof 
thou and thy offending Brother, and one or two. taken with thee, are 
Members. | ; 

But whatſoever may be pleaded de jure plebis Chriſtiane, for the 
ripht and priviledge of the Brethren, that no Member of the body 
ſhould becut off by Excommunication without their knowledge, ifnat 
aſſentalſo, yet I cannot admit that there were in the Scripture and Pri- 
mitive times)two Congregations in the ſame City,exercifing diſcipline 
over their own members, independently or ſeparately from one another. 
Nordol read of aty explicit Covenant but that of Baptiſme, which 
lets into the Church Catholick viſible. 'So that whatſoever warrant 
ſuch an explicit Covenant may-.have, in particular EOS Ce 
Aﬀemblies of co-habiting Chriſtians, from pious Sarde 3 wrt +4 
prudence, (and ſure never-could it be more pru- groan hc Dog enru 
dentiatly inforced than in the preſent {tate of Eccle- p,rocchial Ainifters 
ſiaſtical affairs amongſt us.) I cannot ſee any foun- «nd their Congregati- 
dation of it in Chrilts gone inſtitutions : and if 9%, — 
ſhould teach that it had,I ſhould condemn my ſelf, as making that an Or- 
dinance of God, which is nat ſo: for 1 know that we are not to. teach 
for DoCtrines even the moſt prudent inventions of men. _ 

But I think it yet lefſe warranted, from either Scripture or reaſon, 
that people might at their own-liberty pick and chuſe, withaut any res 
ſpect to their habitation, with what aſſembly in_the ſatne City.they - 

' would walk in fellowſhip, as ſome phrafe it: andthat by theirexplicie 
Covenant they Thould oblige-themſelves to.a Communion in Church- 
Ordinances with the Congregation of their choice, though they lived 
nearer to. another aſſembly of Chriſtians, -nay though the Miniſter 
whom they baulk and paſſe by had, it-may be, ſolemnly .admitted.thems 


A » 


into.the profeſſion of the new Covenant and the hopes thereof, by bap- 
; | | | | ; ""=Y 'Zing: 


his deelare, that in my beſt ſearch I cannot find any footing of ſuch di- 
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tizing them. For it cannot, be, morally. poſſible that the effect of. ſuch 


Epbe ſus is called a lawful Church, So. v. 4t. the Epheſians 


winſor Presbyterorum, that the Presbyters of the Church 
affairs, particularly in Church cenſures, yet ful] 


_ 
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ſtint Congregations in any ong Ciiy (ia the Scripture and Primitive 
times) as the appropriate Cures of particular Paitorg or Presbyters.. | 
Some others think that however ſuch particular Congregations 
there were, and that over them and their Presbyters was ſet a Biſhop 
to whom the power of ordaining Presbyters aad cxercifing diſcipline 
was ſo far appropriated, that at lca!t without his conſent nothing 
could be done in either Ordination or cenſures, | 
But whatſoever footins is.in Scripture or Primitive Hiſtory, for the 
prelidency of a Bithop over all the; Presbyters in his, Dioceſſe,. yet 1 
mult agaia deny,that any Warrantablediſtinction of particular Congre- 
gations in the ſame City,as bodies ſeparate from one another, upon ac- 
countof habitation, choice or Covenant, are found in the Scriptures. 
Thereare indeed two (aud but two that I find) diitinctions of Congre- 
Sations in the ſame City, meationed in the New Teſtament, and both 
ſinfully founded, the one that of Corinth 1 Cor. x. 12, when onefaid T1 
am Of Paul, and another 1am of Apollos, and I am of Caphws,. the 0- 
ther that at Anrzoch, when Peter and the Jews, and Barnabas ſchiſma- 
tically ſeparated from the Gentile converts of that City, mentioned, 


Gal. 12.13, 
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dent.) | | <M) crit 
[ hope therefore I may humbly propoſe( without offence to any who 
are of a different opinion fromme) a fourth: Hypotheſis or ſuppoliti- 
0n of theftatgot; theScripture. and Primitive Churches,which will bet- 
ter ſquare-with my! ſeaxciuaſter the Qriginalaf. Patronage, -and ſerye 
-altſo-to,ather gooll endsandpurpoſes(promative of the Churches peace) 
whichT-willnot here mention. ' fe ra dry 
. Let the Reader therefore. give: me-leave to- ſuppoſe, that when the 
-Enurch.of a City was multiplyed into ſuch anvmber-of Converts as 
could not aflemble at oncei4.,the ſame placez;for. the: SAchration. of the. 
wa... | B-- ſame 
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fime numerical parts of worſhip, there was not however in the Scripture 
and Primo-ptimitive times any diſtinction of them into particular Con- 
gresations, either by Church-covenant or the boundaries of their habi- 
tation, But contrarily as it is recorded, As 2. 41, All new Converts in 
the ſame City and Suburbs, though never ſo many, were added to the 
Church already gathered : and the Chriſtians of the City and Suburbs 
did indifferently aſſemble with any Congregation therein. ; whether Aſ- 
ny inthe houſe (ſuppoſe)of Nymphas. or inthe houſe of Philemon, 
as they fouud it convenient; and_that the Biſhop or any of the Pres- 
byters might indifferently Officiate in any Aſſembly of that City, as op- 
portunity or Chriſtian prudence might invite them, and as the Biſhop 
and his Compresbyters did order : So that the Church of that City 
conſiſting of many Congregations, was governed by the Biſhop and the 
Common Council of Presbyters; and all and every Congregation of 
_ that City had the ſame Biſhop. the ſame Presbyters and the ſame Dea- 
cons, and was therefore neither Parochial nor als 5g in the 
Independent ſence, but Dioceſan: And as far asI yet can finde no part of 
\ =" 29h or Primitive Hiſtory, but is cafily reconcileable to this Hy po- 
* tens, | 


It will not be neceſſary for me here more elaborately to examine how 
came in the Preſidency of the Biſhop over the Presbyters of his City ? 
whether the - Pattern thereof was taken from the Synagogue, the chief 
Ruler whereof was called the Angel thereof ? or whether it be the un- 
queſtionable ditate of Reaſon, that inall common bodies governed by 
many Governors in Common, one ſhould preſide, and probably hence it 
came to paſſe that the pattern of the Churches was imitated: by the 
civil Corporations in Chriſtian States. The Corporation of. every City 
being under a Major and Aldermen. 

Or whether it was the ſpecial ' conſtitution of the Apoſtfes injoyning 
fuch a Preſidency to avoid Schiſme; Or whether the Apoſtolick cuſtome 
- upon the account of the agwnxe2oiz, the mg—n—_ of Ordina- 

tion, gave the preſidency tothe Eldeſt Presbyter, though in Tome places 
the Apoſtles forbore for ſome time toappoint a Tezs5ws whileſt themſelves 
werenear, as fome Learned Epiſcopal Divines do aflert, or whether the 
Planters (ſome of them.) themſelves. became the Biſhops over the 

Churches of their own plantation, and nominated their own Succeſſor 
after them ? or whether they permitted the choice to the ſurviving El- 
dersatone? Or whether the Elders with the people choſe their Biſhop: - 
It isno one of theſe F am obliged to.contend for, in the proſecution of this 

fubjeR. ; = But 
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But onely that the Biſhop and his Senatus Presbyterorum ru'ed the Dio- 
ceſan Church of the City in Common ; neither he nor they having any 
peculiar Congregation, as the peculiar care of any one of them : and 
thusSt. Fames the juſt and his Compresbyters (as I conceive) ruled the 
Church at Fer»ſalem, and Ignatizs and his Presbyters that at Antioch, 
Polycarpe and his, that of Smyrna, Cyprian and his Colleagues, that of 
' Carthage, So that the Magdeburgenſes; Cent. 2. cap. 7. tit. (forre 

gubernationts qua ſingule Eccleſia os ſunt) conclude confidently thus : 

HMemorabile eſt de gradibus quod tamum uns cujuſliber Eccleſte repers- 
tur Epiſcopus, in Presbyterio & Diaconatu ſemper plures fuerunt per- 
ſons, pro eujuſque loci ſeu Eccleſie-neceſſitate, pag. 126. Itis obſervable 
concerning the Eccleſiaſtical degrees,that there is found onely one Biſhop 
inevery Church : but there were alwayes many Presbyters and Dea- 
cons as the neceſſity of the Church required. | 

But I muſt add to them, that for the Presbyters it is true the number 
was indefinite, more or fewer, as the neceſſity of the Church and num- 
ber of Converts required. Butl conceive it was for ſome conſiderable 
time before there were above ſeven Deacons in any Church : even in the 
Church of Rome in Cornelius's time Anno 254. though there were Pres- 
byters 46. and Acolyths or Probationers for Presbyterſhip 4.2. yet there 
were but ſeven Deacons. 


CHAP. II, 


Of the Maintenance of the Evangelical Miniſtry. *F 


T Pafſe on now to enquire after the Maintenance of the Evangelical 
Miniſtry. . | 
It is plain the Apoſtlesand Elders at Feruſalem were furniſhed with a 
ſufficient ſupply of temporal things by the Contributions of the Jewiſh 
Converts, who ſold their Poſſeſſions, and brought the money and laid 
it down at the Apoſtles feet. And I queſtion not butit will be yielded 
that the Apoſtles or others who yvent abroad from any Church already 
planted to convert others otherwhere, were maintained at their firſt go- 
ing forth and as long as their need required, by the contributions of the 
Church from which they went or were ſent, But when once the faith 
was planted in that place, the —_ of that place were to maintain 
2 the 
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the firſt Planters during their ſtay amongſt them, and ſuch other aſlilta n 
alſo as the firſt Planters found fit to take into the ſervice of the Goſpel, 
to labour. in the Word and Doctrine,' in the propagating of the faith, 
- andin building up thoſe who were already converted: which Aſſiſtants 
were uſually the firlt fruits (the firſt Converts) of that place, as the 


honſhold of Srephanm, 1 Cor, 16. 15,16, 17, It continucd thus for a, 


long tkme, that the Miniſters had their maintenance by the Contributi- 
ons of «the faithfall. See Corcel. Grangewm, Can.7.& 8.and St. Cyprian 
expreſſely writing to his Church of Carthage, Epiftle 33. & 34. to re- 
ceive Aurelius and Cellerinus (Confeſlors) who were ordained by him 
and his Colleagues, as he ſaith expreſly Epif. 33. to be Ledores, Rea- 
ders (as preparatory to their betng ordained Prieſts, (ſuch among us are 
 _nowcalled Deacons.) He addeth in the end of the 34, Epiſt, Cere- 
rum Presbyteris honorem deſignaſſe nos ilits jam ſeciatis, ut &- ſpor- 
eulis 1iſdew cum Presbyteris bonorentur, & diviſiones menſurnas 
equatis quantitatibus partiantur, But know you that we have  al- 
ready deſigned to them the dignity of Presbyterſhip, that they might 
' be honoured with ſuch allowances as Presbyters have, and receive 
equall ſhares. in the monthly Dividends, So that the Sportule 
were the allowances which the Presbyters had out of -theContr:- 
but ions of the faithfull, And the fratres Sporrtulantes, mentioned 
by him, Epi/t.66. were the Clergy who received ſuch allowance ; for ſo 
St. Cyprian interprets himſelf in that Epiſtle, ſhewing that he means 
ſuch, Qui in Eccleſia Domini ordinartione Cleric a promoventur, Thoſe 
who were of the Clergy in the Church. It is further to be obſerved in 
the Primitive times, that the Biſhop and his .Clergy, for the moſt part 


had their reſidence together, atleaſt after Conſftanrines time, in the Mo- 


naſtries or Minſters of the Cathedrall City, and every one of them 
went forth to officiate pro rexpore, where he was aſſigned by Biſhop and 
his Colleagues. And this courſe of the Clergies living together continu. 
ed (faith Mr. Se/dex out of Bede) in England, more than an- hundred 
years after the coming of Aguſtin into England, that is, tiil about the 

ear of otr Lord '500. 2 | 

If 'therefore there were not yet any diſtinctions” of Congregations, 
and the Biſhop and Presbyters officiated in common to all or any Aſſem- 
bly of the City, there could then be no Patrons as yet, in the ſence they 
are now ſpoken of, EE | | 


CHAP. 
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Of the Donation of Tithes from Emperors and Kings. 


Et us then look on tothe times when the Kingdoms of the world be- 

came the Kingdoms of our Lord and his Chriſt, by the Converſion 
of Conſtantinethe Emperor, and other Governours and Nobles to the 
Faith. Z 

And here it is not unreaſonable to ſuppoſe (for we have records of their 
munificence) that thoſe Royal Converts fettled great and large de- 
meaſne Lands upon thoſe who converted them. _ And that as Mr. 
Selden conjetures, the firit Oratories or places for Publick worſhip, 
- were built in the Lands befowed uyon the Planters, upon thoſe who 
converted the Donors of thoſe Lands to the Faith : which firſt Orato- 
ries on the account of the mo't conſtant Reſidence of the Planters and 
their Aſſiſtants there, were cailed Cathedrals, Sees or Seats. _ So that 
the late Pious and Learned Dr, icho/ſoz Lord Biſhop of Glouceſter, 
had reaſon in his Apology for the diſcipline of the Church, to aſſert,” the 
Cathedral Church to have been before either the Parochial or Com- 
binational Church, the former not being as a fixed ſingle Afſembly, till 
ſome Centuries after Chriſt, and the ſecond not being known to the 
Chriſtian world till our Age. 

Afterwards when more people were converted, other Churches or 
Oratories were built for the conveniency of their Aſſembling together 
for worſhip. :; 

But yet becauſe many of the people, even under Chriſtian Kings, for & 
long time continued profeſtly Heathen, ard Idolators, and therefore 
would do all the injury they cou'd to the poor Chriſtians, and eſpecially 
to their Biſhops and Clergy, by ſcandzlizing their perſons, and polluting 
and defacing their Churches, invading their Lands, beſtowed by Chrifti- 
an Princes or other Converts, and laying faiſe claims to them, and mo- 
leſting,them thereupon with Law ſuits:therefore to defend the Chriſtians, 
and probably alfo to take oft the Clergy, both from the tronble of Su- 
ing, and from the reproach of beins contentious, there were (at the 
motion and requeſt of the Clergy uſually) ſome of the Chriſtian No- 
bility and Gentry, who took upon them, as *xNzor. as Vindicators of the 
deferice of the Rights of the Churches : and to this purpoſe-we find 
oft in the Councils poſtulare ab Imperntoribus defenſorem, Such a ſort of 

Patrons 
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Patrons Mr, Se/dex mentions,”pag. 81. but theſe were not of the ſtamp 
-of thoſe who at preſent obtain amongſt us. | 

Yea becauſe very carly ſome of the Clergy endeavoured to annex 
the Donations of Benefactours to their own inheritance (jars ſuo con- 
neftere) it was provided by the Canons, that the Heirs or near Kinſmen 
to the Donors ſhould vindicate the Churches Rights, and hinder ſuch | 
Alienations; See Concil, Toler. g.-cap.1. And theſe Vindicators of the 
Donations of their Anceſtors, tothe Churches uſe, from Sacrilegious 
- Clergy mens Alienations, were deſervedly called Patrons. 

And ſuch Pious Patrons have many of the Nobility and Gentry of 
\England oft ſhewed themſelves, for the recovery of the Churches 
Rights alienated by the fraudulent praQtice or permiſſion of former Pa- 
trons or Incumbents. I could inſtance if it was convenient, in this ſort 
of Heroick Patronage exerciſed within our memory : But before we 
come to Patrons who claim right of Advowſon, we muſt proceed on yet. 

That even in the times of Perſecution, the Chriſtian Church laid claim 
to Tythes as due jure 'Divino, is partly confeſſed by Mr. Seder himſelf, 
<iting ſome paſſages inthe Antiznt Fathers to that purpoſe, and is more 
largely evidenced by his learned Anſwer to Doctor Tilleſly Archdeacon 
- of Rocheſter. | | 

But when the Empire and Kingdom became Chriſtian,then the Chriſti- 
an Preachers did more warmly and vehemently preſs the Donation of 
. Tythes; not in ſtead of Contributions, but in conjunction with other 
voluntary Offerings ; and in proceſs of time they prevailed, not onely 
by Preaching and Canors, but by the Edits of. Emperors and Kings, 
to have Tythes given to the Church. 

It may be ſuppoſed that the Emperors gave Tythes to the Church, as 
_ part of the Revenues of their Crown ; of which they diſinherited them- 
ſelves, upon perſwafion by Churchmen, that they belonged jure Divino, 
to the Church ; but of this I darenot poſitively affirm. 

Onely this I finde, that the Rowan Empire wherever it did reduce . 
any Conquered Country in formam Provincie, appointed the Farmers 
_ of the Cuſtomes to Colle amongſt other. impoſitions the Tenths of the 
_ Tenants of the Empire, that is, of all who occupied any Land in the Con- 
quered Province, cither as immediate Tenar.ts to the Empire, or as ſubte- 
nants under them. {+2 | we 

The Pablicans therefore who Colleted theſe Tributes, were called 
Lecumant, as Mr. Selden pag, 39. of his Hiſtory of 'Tythes obſerves 
out of ,Appian; and Doctor 7;leſly obſerves, that Heſychins explains 
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Juglaim to Tithe, by warwand Iyer irrydrlevur , to pay 
Tribute, or to pay in their Tithes to the Collectors of Tri- . 
bute. But we muft obſerve alſo that the Rowan State and 
the Emperors, even whilſt they were Heathens, did alwaies 
link the conceraments of their God with the concernments of 
their Civil State. And it nay juſtly . be. doubted, whe- 
ther thoſe Tenths were received by the Senate or Emperors, 
upon a civil, or a Religious account. For che Emperors al- 
wayes, till Chriſtianity came in, (nay Conſtantine and other 
Emperors, even after Chriſtianity was received, till Gratians 
time, as the Noble and Learned Dwxpleſſy, in his myftery of 
iniquity obſerves out of Zoſimen) continued the chief Por= 
tifice or High-Prielthood in their own perſons. | 

And therefore Mr. Selder grants, that amongſt the more 
antient Heathen Seine to Tithe ſignified to. Conſecrate; 
Cap.3.SeF.4. It is alſo very probable, that whereany Prince 
afterwards made conqueſt of any part of the Roman Empire; 
he would not remit of any impoſitions laid upon theProvince; 
by thoſe he ejected, but annexed them to his own Crown. 

And as for what concerns. E-gland,lI ſhall content my ſelfto 
recite ſomething out of Dr. Heyler, P. H. Treleyny, in his lit-- 
tle Treatiſe ſet out in the late times of trouble for the unde+ 
ceiving the people inthe buſineſs of Fithes, p. 3: 

Tithes (faith he there)- are 2ot given to the Miniſters, by 
the People 3 for Sir Edward Coke in his: Commentary on Lit- 
tletons Tenures, lib. 1.cap.g.Sect. 73. fol. 58. aſſerteth, That it 
appeareth by the Lawg and Ordinances of Ancient Kings, and 
eſpecially of King Aled, That the fl Kings of this Realm, 
had all the Lands of England i» Demeſne, ayd Les Grande, 
Mannors a»d Royalties,they reſerved to themſelves, and with the- 
Remnant they for the defence-of the Realme infeofſed the Barons 
of the Realm with ſuch juriſdiFion as the Court Baron now hath. 

And at this time when all the Lands of England were the 
Kings Demeſnes, That Ethelwolph the ſecond Monarch Cf the- 
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Saxon race (his Father Egbert being the firſs which Lrought the - 
former Heptarchy under one ſole Prince, conferred the tithes of 
all the Kingdom, upon the Church by his Royal Charter, 

. Of which Ingulph Abbot of Crowland, Anno 855. /aith,That 
Ki,g Ethelwolph, with the conſent (gratuito concenla) of his 
Prelates and Princes,did firſt inrich the Church of England with 
the Tithes of all his Lands and Goods. To the ſame purpoſe jaith 
Etheward, ard alſo Florence of Worcelter. 


The Lords and great-men had not then a property or E- 
ſtates in permanency in their Lands (ſaith Dr. Heylex there:) 
but as Accomptants to the King.whole the whole Land was : 
the conſent therefore of the Prelates and Princes was their 
yielding their approbation, to the diſherifon of the Crown 
of the Tithes. So that Lands, being charged with payment 
of Tithes by the Kings, the then Proprietors, were paſſed in- 
to the hands of Nobles and Barons, and by them to others in 
meaner Tenures under them, with the Rent-charge of tithes, 
to be paid out to them : So that no man by gitt, or purchaſe, 
had right to any more but the nine parts. | 
- And many other Laws of the $ax0z Kings for the payment 
of tithes, may_ be. found faithfully recited by Mr. Selder - 
by all which it will appear, that no SubjeG gave any tithes 
tb the Church, But (not to urge Divine Rights of them)they 
were intirely the gitt of Kings: and fo faith King. Elred, Ne- 
wo auferat aDeo, quod ad Deum pertinet, & Preceſſores noſtri 

conceſſerunt ; Let no mandare to take from God, what be- 
longs to God, and which our Royal Peraicor) have grant- 
ed:and: conſecrated: '_ © | rh eds felt 
* +41 And this will yet further appear, by what'Mr. Selden in- 
Elmates,. That: ever | after. the Donation of Tythes,; there 
were. 10 fixed... Presbyters in any  Parochial' . Precintts, 
.the-, Biſhop" and his, Clergy,  lving.; together; , ,and the 
:Qratories:in:the ſeveral Precints;: Within'the Diocels; were 
:(applyed by Meſſengers or Presbyters,ſent by the B3ſhops,p.81 
And 
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" And therefore [ſhall willingly yeild, what he aſſerts pag, 258. that 
Hdnoriu did not diſtinguiſtthe Province of: Canrerbary into Pariſhes, 
as-Pariſh ſighifies a Preciat, whoſe profits. were "received by a fingle 
Presbyter forhis ſingle benefit; and-whoſe inhabitants'wererhe pro- 
percute of a ſiagle Preſbyter. There were indeed before Honorins's 
time Pariſhes, that is, Oratories built; where the people of ſuch or ſuch 
a Precinct, did uſually aſſemble for religious Worſhip, performed by a 
Preſoyter,fent by the Biſhop and his Colleagues: but the whole Biſho- 
prick was in a:large ſence a Parecia,' and the income” of it (by cortri- 
butions firſt, and-by:Tithes 'alſo afterwards) was the common ſtock of 
all the Clergy of the Diocefſe: and Mr. Selder adds further, in theend 
of that page. © Neither was the intereſt of many (I ſuppoſe it ſhould 
© be (any) Churches it ſeems as yet in any Lay-founders; but the Bi- 
© ſhops 45 Tthink (ſaith Mr. Selden) had both the'intereſt and Gover- 
© nance of the-Churches or Oratories, built by the Kings (and then ſure 
©in thoſe alſo built-by the Subjects,) and the Biſhops took care for the 
© building new in their own'endowments, and hallowing old ones;either- 
© prophaned by the Heathen S1xons, fince they had been built by the 
© Britains ;- or ſuch as were formerly conſecrated to Heatheniſm : and 
Mr. Seldewaſſerts it to be the general opinion of all the common Laws- 
yers, that before the Lateran Council,” under 1znocent 17], every man 
might have given'his Tithesto what"Church he would, (ſuppoſe with- 
in the Diocefſe ; |) becauſe'they werent the Propriety as yet of any 
one Preſbyter, but the common Patrimony- of all the Dioceſan Clergy. 
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Of the Original of Patronage, by the Donation of Manſe and. 
. Glebe. RE ” | 


Þ $- next. enquiry then muſt, be, if the Churches were as we ſu 
_ 4 poſe; Nioceſanz}.thatis; confiſting of many Congregations with- 
ia City, or the like cqnvenient/Precinct m the Countrey, but without 
the determination of the;,Biſhop: or -Elders to officiate i ſtatedly-in any 
one Congregation, but indifferently. inany ; and ſo alſo the Members 
tohave liberty to aſſemble” indifferently- in any Congregation; 'onely, 
ſo as\ their: habitation: gave them conyeniency, ;and-other prudentiall . 
motives didſway ; and the Tithes at firſt were receivedin every _ 
wy C — cefle, 
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celle, az.the common. ſtock of, the Clergy thereof, 'np.one having. any 
particular ox, appropriate, partion,, till after collection of them; how 
came then Ghutghes to,be,. as now-they; are,, Pargchial, the Members 
of the-Congregation being limited, conttantly to' aſſemble, at one Ora- 
tory., anda fized-Paltour os, Presbyter there to'officiate, andtoreceivg 
the revenues of, that. Precinct, as his. particular dimenſum-or mainte- 
- nance? I acknowledge that,my. proſpect here is not very clear ; | will 
with my: belt skill trace it, opt;, and; not, wilingly miſlead my. Reader : 
and.if any; cap ſhew,me, that] am. miſled.my ſelf, 1 will thankfully.own 
the mformationgiven me, and.freely retract the;Error.,. ,. -;- - 

; Whether therefore it, was,, that the. Oratories built in.the Countries 
and. Villages-were fo. few and; inconveniently ſcituate, in relation to the 
habitationg of ſome great men,, that. they conſulting at once both the 
caſc, andiedification of 'themſelves, their: families: and; Tenants, built 
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. When Devetzon(faith he.) arew/firmer,atid mo fi Laymer of Faw oflater,: 
deſired the Country-reſidence of ſome Chaplain, rhat might be alwayes rea-' 
ay for *Chriſtian'inſiruttion among 'them, thew Families aud adjoyning 
Tenants, 'Oratories or Churches bean toibe built bythem:, and being hat- 
lowed by the Biſhops were indowed with peculiar maintenance(that is, 'with 
Aanſionbouſe-and Glebe, for the Tithes were given before, by Kings)from 
the Founders, for the Incumbents that ſhould there.onlyveſide, mhichmarin-. 
tenance with all other Fetleſiaſticalprofits ſuppoſe Tirhesand volunta- 
ry Offerings) thi came t0'the'ban#s of 'ruery ſuch ſroerat Tircumbent 
(in vegard '\the Lay Fornder had acodtding 'to-the Territory of -bis De- 
meſnes, Tenancies a1 Neighbouring "poſſeſſions, made and -aſſigutd, both 
the limits within which tbe holy Fwnittion was to be exeroiſed,'and appoint- 
ed the Perfonsthat ſhould repair to the Church,and there officiat, and als 
provized a ſpevial Saluryfor the performance, (namely Manſe and Glebe) 
was afterwards alſo reſtrained from that common”Treafare of the 'Dio- 
ceſan, 'antl mane the revenueperpetnallyannewxed te the Church of "that 
Clerk 'who'recetvedit. | VEL Ls LS Fr 
'« Neither wasit wonder (faith Mr. Seder) that the Biſhops ſhould 
© ive way to fuch reſtraint,for had'they denyed That to Lay Founders, 
_ ©they had givenno ſmall -cauſe-allo of reſtraining/their devotion: eve- 
< ry'man/queſttonlefſe wonld havebeen' the anwillinger'to haveſpecially 


© of the Minitters firaQtion!) reſtrained alfotheprofits of every of their 
«ſeveral Churches to'theTneumberits, that To'an Uniformity-might'be 
Sreceived inthat infovation-of Parochial right. "Here are ſomethings 
in this'conjeQural afſertion of 'Mr. Seldens, that canfiot affent/to, as 
ed my foundation'inreafori or Hiftory, as firt;thar the Founders 
| of new Churches:limited/the Foy which unqueſtionably had 
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- their Boundaries; allotted by the conſent and prudence of the Biſhops and 
* their Council 'of -Presbyters * and: ſome. other particulars in this are que. 
 ſti6nable, hutithat Pariſhes had hence their original, I readily afſent, . 
- Mr..Se/den_ adds; that at whit time theſe lxy; Foundations begun, 
« plainly appears-not.z but ſome mention is made ofthem in Bede about 
. © the year 700... - One Pxcha Noble Saxon builta Church and intreated 
Zobn Biſhop of.. Hangul/tade to conſecrate it. - 

But Mr.:Selden goes: further .than:bare confident. conjeQuure, in this 
matter, whilſt be g:ves/us-an inſtance of the right of Patronage confirm- 
edtoa Lay founder ofa Church by.the Biſhop, p.-86. where} e recounts 
how Vtregue Biſhop, of Aufbourgh about the year 950. granted-and con- 
firmed the honorary trult of nominating a Clerk to alay founder of a 

Cburch.and his heires,  Epiſcoprs conſecratione peratta,. doteque contra- 
dit, comprobato.#bi- Presbytero,. altaris procurationem commendavit, et 
. Eccleſis advoratiouem. firmiter legitamo hereds, panno smpoſito, confir- 
- wavir; . The Biſhop. after conſecration of. the. Church, and the dowry, 
'£(that is the Manſc and Glebe,for they are meant by [40s] in.altthe Ca- 
©nonifts) delivered, and: ſecyred tothe uſe of the Prebyter, there allow- 
© ed by the Biſhop;he did commend the defence of the Church and its 
- © rights, .and,eonfirmed:the. Adyowſon.of a Cicrk to the lawful heire of 
© the founder! by putting on him a veſt, as a/cercmony uſed to, ſignific 
< the Biſhops: conferring. 9n the Patron, that. honorary; truſt;:, Bur: the 
' amelearned Antiquary:urwarrantably-aſſerts,(as I bumbly conceive) 
thapafterwards ſome Patrons. gave inveſtiture to the Incumbents by, 
way of-Livery.or Seilin,the, knowledge or conſent of the Biſhops having 
not.ſo much as a ſhadow of proof for it,. all that, he offers as ſuch,. is 
. that he finds once in the 14th, Epiſtle of Proras Damranuto Pope Alex- 
 arider chr ſecond about the year: 1970.; that the Patron uſed theſe, words 
to, the: Cleyk,-receive; the! Church [accipe+ Eccl, LET og lp aka he 
did? -might not-that expreſſion be moſt - properly, uſed by the Patron at 
induction; - * The-preſentation of a Clerk was firſt made by the Pa- 
. <xron to the Biſhop, the Biſhop, then-approves of the Clerk and. grants 
.*Licenſe for his Inducupog whidhthough now-it,may. be executed, per, 
gpamonngus literatum by [yOu that Can,wxite and read, yerprobably at 
firſt was executed by :the;Patron himſelf; as the perſon moſt fit:: ſee the 
| learned\Dr, Tilleſiyes -proof -page :1-11,,.0k his anſwer /to, Mr.;Selden, 
that there was no inveltiture.but-onely; preſentation..; . And Mr..Se/den 
himſelf _—_— ny ebſarne in Renderhpoge 36: that at this day.nothi 
"reſt, the preſentation :beingonely a nomination, and, the intereſtand 
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: peeiunbeing immediately had from the as of the Biſhop and Arch-- 
Deacon. : . . Y + 
But to. proceed, the learned Judge Dodridge, in his Treatiſe of ad- 
vowſons, founds Patronage vpon the ſame bottome;, citing that old verſe 
Patronum faciunt dos, adrficatio, fundus, which I conceive is to be ex- 
pounded disjunQtively,not copulatively; to this ſence, that either alay- 
mans ſettling of Manſe and Glebe (that is the dos or dowry) upon a 
Presbyter. to reſide and officiate at an. Oratory already built, or his. 
building of a new Oratory and indowing it with the conſent of the Bi- 
ſhop, gave him the right of advowſon; and ſo ſaith that reverend 
Judge, pag. 5. The uſual cauſe or cauſes why Patronage of Churches 
. Was beſtowed upon Lay-men, were, ut inducerentur Laici ad funda- 
tionem, conſtrultionem et dotationem ecclejie, and in the ſecond Coun- 
cil of Bracara Can. 5.'it is expreſly thus declared, placnirt wt quoties 
ab aliquo Fidelium ad conſecrandas Eccleſias Mp . invitantht, unuſ- 
quisque Epiſcoporum memunerit, ut non prius dedicet Eccleſiam ,. niſe | 
ante datem Baſilica et obſequium ipſins per donationem ap $1" : 
thus Engliſhed by the learned Dr, T:/lesly page 111. It is our will that 
© agoft as the Biſhops are invited, by any of the Faithful to conſecrate- 
£ Churches, that every Biſhop remember that he donot conſecrate the: - 
© Church before he receive: by charter of- the founder, the Dowry and. 
«che ſubjection thereof. .. Ck 3 HA. EE 
 - And here 1 will-preſume to ſet down ir. diſtin propoſitions, . what: 
to me ſeems moſt clear in this matter from the beginning. - 5:9. 
I, That though there were not in Scripture, or Primitive times, ſuch _ 
ſort of Parithes as are now, (that is, with a fixed Presbyter to officiate at- 
one. conſtant.” Oratory tothe- people of that Precinct as: his-peculiar- 
charge): yet: there were a.ſort of. Pariſh meetings, obſerved'alwayes 
in religious worſhip, That is, Chriſtians might not lawfully baulk a 
near and convenient Oratory, and ſeparate from the cars Parothiano» 
zum, the Neighbour Chriſtians there aſſembled to go to one further off, 
whither they.could not repair without inconvenient Travel and Labor, 
with the unneceſſary breach of that boly-reſt,. which they;.ought. to;ob+» 
-ferve:on the Lords day,the day offolemn affeniblies.l think -itis ina force: 
to:that text, Zeb.10,2 5. i iſg]arcimlles mr imiovraguryy feavray not fore - 
faking the aſſembling; (the. Synagoguiſing). of your ſelves, if we ex- 
pound it to this ſence;. that the Apoſtle forbad-them: the ſeparating from 
the aſſemblies of their Parochian:, their Neighbour Chrittians, forno: 
.. Jew might go.to a Synagogue, which was ſcituate. above-a Sabbath. 
_ ©  dayes journey. from his:habitation.. ;; If therefore the Chriſtians might: 
IS NEL nor: 
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not forfake the Synapoguiling; themſelves, they might :not ftrapgle 
whither they pleaſed, ſuch kind of Pariſhes as theſe, appointing the 
Neighbouring Chriſtians to afſemble at ſome publick or private edifice 
- (near to'them)as:conveniency-and theifreedom from molettation of Per- 
ſecutors wouldpermit, there were from.the beginning. ; 
And therefore 1think_ Mr. .Se/der juſtly calts aſide, as a fond and 
groundleſſe tradition, that report, that Dionyſins Biſhop of Rome a- 
bout-the year 267. diſtinguithed his Dioceſle of Rowe into Parithes, 
ſuch asareat this day.. For how:could Diony/. cintel his Dioceſle into 
Parifhes, whenthe Emperors were yet Heathens. For ſo were Gallienu 
Valerian, and Aarelins. who reigned during Deonyſ;, his time : and 
both-theBifhops, and Presbyters,and Chriſtiag People, were otherwiſe 
employed then, /than to think of dividing territorres, They wereto 
omni or fire and Faggot, for'the. Tecth of wild Beaſts, 
r:thehatchets-and-halkters of cxecutioners,. and forall forts of -perſe- 
 ;4f'therefore, Imay take theliberty of conjefturing, what gavethe 
. riſe to that tradition:of Drony/...making Pariſhes, 'to me it ſeems pro- 
buble to-have'beenthis ; **He and his Senate of Presbyters obſerving 
'<:fſome Chriſtians were apt to wander fromoneplaceto another atvimes 
© of worſhip, (as -it:hath-been. for: many yearsa commonpraftice /in 
© London and other Cities) andthat they having 'fome monsperſonsan 
fadmiration,leftthe nearer Aſſemblies of Chriſtians; amongſt whom they 
_ < dwelt, to go to ſome other:at a remoter diftance : 'iprobably Ifſay,' to 
<ftifle this Embrio. of Separation , Dvony/, ordered [that 'Chrilians 
*${hvuld aſſemble ordinarily withithoſe Chrittians they livedinear to. 
:©) Nay Mr. Selden:denies that Honorius Avchibiſtiop '0f <C avrerbury did 
boyt-the year630. divide:his Province-into Parithes'i(as>Pariſhes are 
nowidken) bat only that che divided his-Provinceintovtiew/Diotefles 
or Biſhopricks, adding'that of Dorcheſter in Oxfordſpere, and that of 
Danwith inSxffolk; tothoſe of Canrortwry,. Rooveſter and London, for 
i Aauftinectime there were only thoſe three.' Augn#incihad Canter- 
tary; ' Aollinahad London, 'amd Fultus had Rocheſter, © 7 
--;2, 2OQurſſecond ſuppoſnion is,*tharithe firſt erection of ſuch Pariſhes 
«how we have, werebegun in the Countrey Villages- and Towns; 
arlthe reſidency of a Paracbss a fixed Prieftor)Pregbyter beguntrhere, 
- _ Gponytheaceount of their -often wariting the defixed preſence-of wſpiri- 
+ . evalpuide: for in the Cities there was'lefſe-necd-to Teck fach an-one 
Ec tet Biſhopund hisPresby ters reſiding there coriſtmtly together,oxvept 
| Mhet fomoefthtmivent, orwere ſcat forth for the ferviceoftheGoſpel 
Mto the Countreys, | 3.Our 
| © 
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-. 5, Our third fuppoſition is, That being there were'many Oratories 
built upand.-down in the Countreys before this ſort-of Pariſhes were 
erected,: where the Chriſtian People did: aflemble, when' ever the Bi- 
ſhop or any of his Presbyters came to officiate there, (for' Bede tells 
us that if any of then was but ſeen-in'the Countreys, the people uſed 
to run together to him, todefire his inſtruction and bleſſing) thefirſt . 
fixing of Presbyters probably: was-at, ornear, ſome of theſe old Ora- 
tories,ſome eminent perſon or perſons thereabouts building the Presby- 
- tera Manſion houſe(as the good Shunamiriſh Lady ,did build a chamber 
and furnithed it for El;ſha, 2 Kings 4.) and ſetling Glebe for his uſe, 
and prevailing that the Tithes and offerings of ſuch aiprecinCt as was 
thought fit, ſhould alſo be ſerled on him as his portion ; andtheſe were 
the firſt Parithes, WES 
_ 4thly.. I ſuppoſe becauſe thoſe old erected Oratories: werefofew,, 
and ſo inconveniently ſeated, that many of the Chriſtian'people, 'even 
Perſons of Quality ,conld not conveniently afſemble at them, therefore 
new Oratories were erected, anda Pariſh taken out of a Pariſtt, with 
the conſent of theBiſhops,andat the ereCtion of thefe new Oratories.,the 
Founders of them: ſet apart/ alſo Manſe' and: Glebe, for: the uſe of a 
Presbyter to-be conſtantly: refident among{t them. YI 97 1 CONES. 
. Fthly,; Thawggo' encourage ſuch. Foundations of new: Churches and 
Danation of Manſe andGlebe, the Biſhops: yeilded the nominatjon-of 
a Presbyterto officiate: in thoſe Churches;to fach' as-gave the Manſe 
and Glebe, eſpecially if they/built a new Churchalſo:- and ſo;came int 
Patronage. | 7 "ge LNG 
6thly.  Thatwhore: there was ſome: convenient ' fmalbportion'of the 
Lands-given before: ta-the Biſhops, and their: Colledge” of Presbyters 
confining upon the'firit built Oratories; the Bifhaps fixing thofe T:ands 
as Glebe upottPresbyters which ſhould conttantly'refide there, becairic _ 
themſelves-Patrons of thoſe livings or-Pariſhes. REED BEES 
7thly., That the: practice ' of fixing: ſmgle) Presbyters to particular 
Congregationgas their peculiar, Cares, reverted-from- the Countreys 
to. the Cities. 'tacarmtlthem-albfo into thelikeParithes} 2 
; 8thly,” That: thien equity- required; and! the! conſent of the Biſhops 
confirmed-the Tithes"of the: Precin&tor/ Pariſh to the Presbyter there 
conſtantly officjating; + © 1) 7 fn Ot Ch "LA 
..gthly... That it was neceſſary: ' tavoid: contention, that both by Civil 
Lan and-: Ecclefiaſticab Ganons'rhe Parith/ bounds ſhould! be aſcer- 
ta R599 0136601 20067 99] gti 6517 RA 159 | 24 * 
1: zothly;. That:tlieBiliaps with their Senats of Prevbyters ill _ 


\ 
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ed power to: viſit and-ſuperinitend thoſe Parochial Churches and Pref. 
byterstherein fixed;thoughevery Presbyter had: power to-exerciſethe 
Diſcipline of-Chriſt ithisParith, as even yet is yieldedat Ordination 
in'the.Ghwurchi of, Ezgland, but appeales to the: Biſhop and his Senate 
of Presbyters in caſe of grievance, with power to viſit the Churches, 
were ſtill reſerved for the Biſhop and his Senate. 

r 1thly. That as before.in the Dioceſan Churches, ſo ſtill.in the Pa- 
rochial Church, beſides the Presbyters and Deacons, there were main- 
tained ſome Probationers for the Miniſtry, Lecturers or Acoluthiits, - 
looked upon as part of the Clergy,and called by a general name Clerks, 
looking to the ſacred Vtenſils, ſummoning the Pariſhioners to publick 
worſhip, teaching the children of the Pariſhioners in the principles of 
Religion and good learning, as we find it was even in our age in uſe in 
'the moſt pure Bohemian Churches, who bid fair for the proot of Acolu- 
thiſme-(as the Seminary of Presbyters) to be of Apoſtolical Inſtiuti- 
On, as may be ſcen in their Ordo diſcipline fratrum Bohemorum, from 
which.good order corrupted, came up Pariſh Clerks; ' 

. me” That probably upon the: vacancy of any Pariſh Church by 
the death of the Incumbent, the Patron might nor preſent at large any 
_ perſon : he might not preſent a Presbyter already ordained,for ſuch in 
thoſe-times:were fixed at their Ordination, nor one whalby' of the Laye- 
Ty, Who had never before, appeared as a Candidate for the Miniſtry, but 
was botznd to preſent ſome of the Cler; the Clerks of that Church,: to 
beordained Presbyter.and. ſucceed the deceaſed Presbyter, and take 
' upon him the ReCtorſhip of that Congregation, and. both the form of 


_ *_ thepreſentation,. and the Laws call the Perſon preſented Clerk. -- 


_ --2;3thly.; That after the diſtinCtion of Pariſhes; and fixing particular 
© Presbyters'over them, came in theuſe of 'Ordaining Presbyters with 


\ thetitle ofthe Chirch,the Biſhop declaring thathedid ordainor aſſume 


N. N. ad ordinem Presbyteratits & adtitulum Sante Marie, or Santts 
Petri, &e. the Parochial' Church: being named by the name of ſome 
Saint at-ats dedication,” whereas before, whilt the Church continued 
only Dioceſan, the perſons'ordained were, faith Mr.Se/den, ordained 
" Sweubocns Eyangeliſts at large: to labour both: in the Word-and 
DoCtrine, andadmitted toa joyntrare-of all the Congregations of the 
Dioceſan Church, in common with the other Presbyters.. -- 4563523 

If any Reader think I have got ſpunran-even thread in.my -ſuppoſiti- 
ons:; I requeſt that he would ſat: down a mare conſiſtent ſeriesand pro- 
ceſle of Eccleſiaſtical Aﬀaires, otherwiſe let none think it enough to- 
ſpend his-oppoſitionagainſt ſome one-or two of ' the linkes: And yet if / 
3 ' | ay 

& 
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any ſhall impugne any one of them, I thinkT can from unqueſtionabic 
record evince that it is very probable to have been. in that particular, 
as I have ſuppoſed. , | ; 

And thus | have as well as I can dcrived the proceedings in theEc. 
cleſialtical order,till the diſtintion of Pariſhes and PatronageTame in, 
But 1 ſhall not ſtop here,but adventure to bring down my. diſcourſe 
near to our times ; which that | may effect, I mult alittle go about as 
the neareit way to my intended mark, 


CHAP, 
Of the Original of Impropriations, and Vicaridges. 


| Here isno queſtion to be made, but that the community of goods 
T amongſt the primitive Saints at Feruſalem, was looked upon by 
the Chriſtians otherwhere as deſervedly iinitable, and eſpecially for 
two reaſons, both that thereby thoſe Saints who were caſt into priſon 
or baniſhment, might bave a ready ſupply from the common ſtock, and 
alſo that thoſe who went abroad to preach the Goſpel might have a 
ſufficient maintenance. And accordingly Exſebius tell us, out of. 
Phila of very early cenobia's or fraternities of QChriltians living ofa 
common itock in E2ypr: and Mr. Selden obſerves on good authority - 
that the Biſhop and his Presbyters, did for ſeveral ages live together,at. 
the ſame Minſter, or Monaſtery, upon the contributions of the faithful 
called at the ſeveral Oratories within the Diocefſe,and that no Presby- 
rers officiating at any Oratory, did allume the contributions thither 
brought as his own portion, but brought it to the Biſhop as part of 
the common ſtocks and treaſury of the whole Clergy of the Dioceſle. 
And after ſome time, ſuperſtition (which uſually racks Religion ſo 
high, under pretences of defzcating and clearing it, that the wine turns 
to Vinegar.) brought up new Guilds and combinations of Cenobites, 
new Brotherhoods, and Sifter-hoods,of perſons, who ſeparated and 
ſequeſtred themſelves from the common Society and imployments of 
other Chriſtians,vpon pretence of amore conſtant attendance on reli- 
gious worſhip, and to the practice of ſeeming auſterities,in humility. 
and neglecting of the body : and on that account they affected and ob- 
tained the name of Relzg:oſe, the ha or the Profeſſing people. 


And 


eo 


And' theſe Monaſticks ſoon prevailed ſo upon the gcod opinion of 
ſomedevout Princes and Nobles, that large Convents and Magnificent 
buildings and great revenues, were provided for theſe Fraternities and 
Siſterhoods. 

But the chief advance that this ſart of perſons made in reputation, 
was effected by the report caft abroad by themſelves,of the ſtrange and 
unuſuall Faſtings,and Raptures,of ſome Enthuſiaſts amongſt them. 

Though if Travellers and Hiſtorians deceive us not, the Idolatrous 
Brachmanni amongit the Heathen-Indians, and ſome of the Orders of 
the Mahumetan Monaſticks, amongit the Turks and Perſians,come not 
at all behind any of the pretenſions of Fryars or Nuns, for Auſterities 
and illaminations ſaid to be given in thereupon : to beſure ſome of our 
Quakers at home (if. they be not of their ofspring alſo) do in both 
pretences out pitch moſt of them half a Bar length ; but to return. 

An opinion was ſoon raiſed in the world,that theOriſons and Maſſes, 
of thoſe recluſes and Ailumbrado's, were more meritorious and of 
more prevalent interceſſion, than the Petitions and prayers of any o- 
other Perſons (praying even for themſelves): and after ſome time (as 
ſuperſtition arrived nearer to its Meridian) came up ſome Enthuſiaſts, 
of-a maſtering genius, who upon their own gathered Congregations 
of Monaſticks, did impoſenot onely the Vow of willful poverty (even 
upon them,to whom the world was not crucified ;)and of ſingle life(even 
- upon them, to whom the fleſh was not mortified) . but alſo a particular 


-, - Tuleof their own, for habit, diet, &c. Thus came up the Orders of 


the .He---- and Shee---- Benediftins, Franciſcans, Gilbertines, &Cc. 
and the ſingularity of their garb and veſtments, gave them the more 
eſteem with the multitude, who knew not how to diſcern the Fox from 
the Lambs-skin, which he ware. | | "= Y 
After ſome time Biſhops, yea Popes came to be choſen out. of theſe 

+ Orders of Monks, who therefore favouring them, cauſed the marryed 
Clergy to be turned out of their Monaſteries and Benefices alſo, and 
FNeated Monkes in their places: one of the moſt eminent ſticklers for the 
Monks in [England againſt the married Clergy, was Dunſtan Arch- 
Biſhop of Canterbury, in the Reign of King Edgar,about the year 963. 
'who is famous inſtory for the death of many of the married Clergy,and 
. forother feates : but the madneſs ſtayed not here; for theſe ſubtle 
_-Monaſticks, taking the advantage of the now ſetled Lay-patronage, 
_ wrought upon many of the Patrons, to conferre the right of preſenting 
_ aClerkupon their Covents; to whom the Popes and Biſhops by their 
-* Bulls, indulged the retaining the great Tithes, the Glebe, and Manſe, 
Ie to 


(23) | | Mr 
- tothe uſeof their own Monaſteries, and 'Abbies,obliging them only to 
preſent to the Biſhop of the- Diocefle a Presbyter, who to officiate in 
the Pariſh Church under the name of a Y*car,as deputed by the Mona- 
ſtery : to whom, was aſſigned the ſmall Tithes,and a little houſe builr 
ſomewhere,vpon ſome little patch of the Glebe, and fome cuſtomary 
dues and oblations, as his 4imexſium or maintenance, Andthus it came 
to paſſe, that corporations of Fryars and Nuns, becamenotonly Pa- 
trons of Livings, but Appropriatoursalſo of the cheif of the Tithes. 

And upon the diſſolution of Abbies and Monaſteries by King Henry 
the 8th. thoſe great Tithes, Manſe and Glebe (found inthe occupation 
of the Manaſteries or Abbies) with the right of nominating a Vicar - 
was by that King Seized on ; and beſtowed upon ſuchof the Nobility 
and Gentry as he pleaſed to gratifie with them: whence: came up the 
order of Lay-parſons or Impropriatours amonglt us. | 

And as many Lay-Patrons,had conferred their right of preſentation 
upon Covents, ſo alſo did the Biſhops do with many of the Benefices, 
to Which themſelves had retained a right to preſent. - 

And many other of the Benefices in their donation the Bithopsſetled 
on their Prebendaries, or the Clergy. reſident in the Cathedral City : 
which Prebendaries (as Dr. Hacker the late Lord Biſhop of Litchfield 
ſaid, in his eloquent ſpeech before the houſe .of Commons 1641.) in 
their ancient and genuine uſe, were the Senatus Epiſcops or ſtanding 
Council of the Biſhop, For they were to be reſident in the Cathedral 
City,and to be Miniſters of the Churches thereof : and as that learned 
Biſhop aſſerts They were (beſides their officiating at their particular 
Cures)to keep up in theCathedral Church Lectures on the week days: 
and to this (faith he) they were obliged; by the Local ſtatutes of moſt 
Cathedrals in England.  - | 

But to auSment the Grandeur of theſe Prebendaries,many Parochial 
| Churches in the Countries, were appropriated to them, not as their 
particular Cures but for their Temporal benefit, they (as the Covents) 
having power to receive the =_ Tithes as Appropriatours, or to leaſe 
them,as part of the Corps of their Prebend, the ſmall Tithes being ſet- 
led for maintenance of Vicars in the ſcveral Pariſhes. iy 

Andby theſe ſteps (as far as I can gather.) came things in the Church 
to the ſtate they arenow in. GS 

- But now good ſecular Laws have ſo fixed the Parochial rights, that 
neither Biſhop,nor Patron,fingly,or jointly,can fink aRectory , or Parſo- 
nage into a Vicaridge ; which is indeeda tenure diſtin from'the 0- 
ther in point of Temporal Emolument; but not at all as to Paſtoral 
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of intereſt, the Preſentation being onely as anomination, andthe intere$# 
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power and dury in the overſight of rheir flockes. yy 
Tamnot ignorant that” ſome Perſons will take advantage from the 
intimations of this chapter, to-urge, that if Patronage came inonly on 
the account of conferring Manſe and Glebe, and that the ſame Manſe 

and Gtebe, and Tithes alſo ( the gife of Kinos made acceſſory to that of 

Subjedts ) ' were after ſetled, with the conſent of Pope and Biſhops by 
Lay-Patrons ou Monaſieries and Abbies, at the diſſolution of them 
were giver by King Henry 'the eighth to Lay- Parſons, who ſtill retain 
rhe Manſe and Glebe to themſelves ;, that there ts rio equity in the World 
that any ſuch Impropriatonr, ſhould have right of nomination of a Clerk, 


:"'foA Vicaridg e. | 


I muſt confeſſe the argument is ſtronger than I can anſwer, any other 
ways than by alledging,that cuſtom and Law have confirmed the right 
of advowſon, to Vicaridges as wellas to ReQtories : for the equity of 

the Patronsretaining it,viderint pſi, But if the Law-upon this equitable 


: conſideration thould give rhe right of eleCtion of their own Miniters to 


the Pariſhioners, : where Vicaridges do obtain (which are generally in 


' Market-Towns, Corporations and Cities for ſo the ſubtlety of the 
—Romaniſts contrived in their miſtery of iniquity, that by getting the 


Impropriations of the Livings of great and populous places, they 


might ſubſtitute a weak ſupply of Vicars, and keep the People in igno- 


rance, and then they had lefſe fearof knowledge prevailing in Countrey 


_ *Pariſhes) If Iſay'the Law.ſaw fit to ſettle that right on the people, or 
_ for fear of popular tumults, to ſettle the right of preſenting to all Vi- 
_ caridges on the two Univerſities, CE and Oxford, that however 


it ſhould be both equitable,and neceſſary, that the people ſhould provide 
abetter maintenance for the Vicars,by ſubmitting at leaſt to the aſſeſſing 


- the Reats of their houſes after the cuſtom of London, as was once 
' "contrived inthe time of King Edwardthe ſixth, but this I leave to my 


Spperiour. : 


— —_ —_— 


CHAP. VI. 


| of Simony and Simonaical contras. 
M R. Selden page 86. as we obſerved before, ſaith, that nothing at. 
V k thus day paſſeth out of the Patron or Veſts in the Incumbent in point. 


and 


| C25) 
and poſſeſſion, being had immediately from the Als of the Biſhop and 
Arch: Deacon : And yet it is naybreach of good manners toſuppoſe, 
that this. Honorary truſt (for it is 1o more) hath been heretofore abuſed, 
and may be ſtil, if good laws preventnot; which as they have for- 
merly endeavaured, ſol hope there will benew ones made -10 cut of 
thaſe new cheates and elufions of the Law, invented by ſome Simoniits, 
who are ready to plead againſt the voice of both Law and Hiſtory, and 
againſt the lamentations of the ſoules of the-People, and the rebukes of 
their own. bafflcd Conſciences, That all the Patrimony. of the Charch 
was once their Anceftors, and therfore thongh their Fathers have let 
them go, why ſhould not they (their Children) Gehazi like, run after 
them, and take ſomething of them : if there ſuppoſition was true, yet 
ſeeing their Anceſtors gave it away,to the maintenance of the Evangeli- 
cal Miniſtry, and that with a curſe, and execration upon. thoſe, who 
ſhould invade, alienate, or impropriate the ſame, or any-part of it, ' 
they may not re-aſſume it, or any partof it lawfully, no nor ſafely ; 
for the curſe hath already entred into the Houſes of many Simoniſts 
and conſumed them with the Stones and Timber, But their pretence 
is falſe and groundleſſe, For to Kings only doth the Church. owe: the 
Donation of Tithes,and the building of the moſt and faireſt Oratories :- 
itis indeed withal humble thankfulneſs acknowledged, that to pious 
Patrons,the Clergy owes the donation of Manſe and: Glebe ; burit is 
jultly queſtioned whether any Simonilt can truely. plead, that he hath 
one drop of the blood of thoſe-pious and Holy men running his veins; 
he coming to his title, it may be- ſome other way, than by fo honorable 
a difſent : fow whereas the firſt Patrons were generally Lords of the: 
faireſt part of the Pariſhes, where they preſented, and lived: m the Pa- 
riſhes themſelves, now in many places they are Patrons, who have not 
one foot of Land in the Parifh, to which they. prefent, and ——_ h 
men of this character,moſt miſcarriages in-point of Simoniacal contracts. 
are obſerved. ; rd ich 
I will not inftance in the various wayes, that Thave heard of, how: 
Simonitſtsillude the Law, and for gain preſent Perſons groſly vitious or 
ignorant : but that which the preſent age may glory in,. as the product 
of its own more fruitful invention are the Bonds for reſionation, the e- 
vils cffets whereof,are like to muitiply from year to year : for fuppoſe 
a Patron hath taken «bonds of exceſhve large penalties obliging the 
perſon preſented to reſign at fix or three months warning, may not 
then the Clerk immediately after Inſtitution and Induction/have warn- 
ing given him to reſign, unlefſe he will give new bonds to-pay toa Po- 
. piſh. 


. 


| (26) 
piſh Preiſt or other Catholick Recuſants, not of Communion with the 
Churchof Erglandza yearly annuity,gmounting to the moiety,or more, 
of the revenue of his Living ? and though I put this only as poſſible 
and ſpeak cautiouſly, yet let no man think other, but that I preſent 
this tothe thoughts of thoſe in Authority as an occaſion both for inquiry 
after;and prevention of, ſuch abuſes, And amongſt the reit its worth 
enquiry, whether or no ſome, whoſe. Wives at leaſt are of the red 
letter,have not preſented vitious and ignorant Clerks,that thereby the 
emiſfaries of Rome may have both.-more of opportunity and argument to 
debauch-and pervert moit of. the Pariithioners, whilſt thoſe dumb dogs 
- darenot ſomuchas bark,or give other ſignal,that the Wolves are broak 
into the fold, becauſe the muzzle of reſignation-bonds, are faſtned upon 
' their jawes. | | | 

Other reſignation-mongers it. may be, directly make a gain to them- 
ſelves ; for after the Simoniacal Incumbent hath raſted the {weetneſs of 
his income by one or two Crops, and got fome credit with his rich 
Neighbour, He hath warning given him to reſign at ſuch-a day (which 
ſhall fall out ju before his Harveſt ts tobe gathered, or elſe to huyin 
his bonds, at the rate of all the profits he hath reaped, and all the money he 
canbe credited for, beſides new bonds to pay additional ſumms afterwards, 
tothe Patron or bus Aſſigns. 

_ Sothat1 think we may freelypronounce, that this Invention of bonds 
for reſignation, as it is uſed by ſome Simoniſts, is one of the molt 
. effectual ſtratagems that Satan ever found out for the debauching the 
Confciencesof Patrons, and imbaſing the Spirits of Clergy men, .and 
ruining the ſouls of- both Patron, Clerk and people. 4 | 
-  Itiscaſie to imagine how this engine hath been, or. may be,made uſe 
- of, forother bad purpoſes, as namely to keep fat Reftories from the 
lapſe, till a diſpenſation for nonage can be procured, to make way for 
 thepreſenting of Young men, who had been fitter to have reſided in. 
the Univerſity, and attended Philoſophical LeCtures and Exerciſes, for 
threeor four years longer, than to take upon them:the Cure of ſome 
thouſands of Souls. "©? | ( | 

- ButI forbear, not but that think the odious crimes of fuch Patrons 
and Clerks are juſtly expoſed to the World, but that I fear to teach 
ill Arts hy reproving them, and eſpecially,becaufe I would not offend 


k LY ger Eyes and Ears of thoſe many other moſt Honourable and 


b Worthy Patrons, who yet rerain their integrity. To them therefore I 
- humbly addrefſe my ſelf. tt A 


An 


\ } © 


_ Patrimony againſt tze Sacrilegious attempts that have been madein this 
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CHAP. VII. 


An Humble ſupplication, to the piows NO BILITY andGE N- 
TRY of England. who are intruſted with the Patronage of 

* moſt Parochial Churches, That as their Noble hearts deteſt 
and ſcorn to pervert that truſt themſelves, ſo they would en- 
deavour to prevent the abuſes of it in others. | 


Right H onour ſpe and Right Worſhipful, 


know-you will now not eſteem it a diſparagement to the Bounty of 
| La pious Anceſtorsgif we thankfully own(as is due theDonation of 
Tithes,only to Soveraign Princes; and Iam far from undervaluing the lt- 
berality of your Noble Progenitors, who beſtowed Manſe &Glebewith 
the permiſſion of pious Princes (to whom alone it belonged to give li- 
berty to their Subjects, to amortiſe any partof what they held of the 
Crown.) For Ijudge, and 1 belicve,the Clergy generally will acknow- 
ledge the ſame, that the Manſe and Glebe is the molt comfortable and 
ſweeteſt part of the Miniſters revenue, it is that which of all other is 


leaſt ſubject to.encroachments, and leaſt occaſion of ſuites and quar- 


rels, it is under the roofs of the Donation, of your pious Anceltors, 
that we Eat, and Sleep, and Study; it iS upon the Lands of their be- 
queſt that we feed our Cattle, and from which many of us reap other 
conſiderable profits ; ſo that if the Manſe and Glebe had but-been re- 
ſerved tothe Vicars inthe Appropriations,made to the Covents,and the 
Infeedations' made by King Henry the 8th, there would have been but 


few ſcandalous Livings in England, Imean ſuch Livings as anhoneſt, 


prudent man cannot live upon. | 

AsT have thus fet a juſt Elogiym upon your Anceſtours gift, of. 
Manſe and Glebe, ſolam ready to contend 'againit any perſon in the 
defence of this Truth. That the Nobility and Gentry of England in 
whoſe hands the tru$t of Patronage is mo#tly FR s are of that un- 
queFtionable Honour and Integrity, that ſo high azruſt cannot with the 
like ſecurity and advantage to the Church be depoſited in the hands of any 
other rank of men amongſt us under bis ſacred Majeſty: for to:ypu, 
even to your Wiſdom and-piety we owe the ſecuring of the Churches 


age 
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ape to devour it ; and under your benevolent umbrage, the Loyal ſe- 
queſtred Clergy did find ſhelter in the late ſtorm, yea though many of 
your-ſelves for your loyalty,had ſuffered the ſame eltraciſme of ſequeſ:, 
tration, and Decimation alſo. . 

[ grant that the condition of Pariſhes is much altered in England from 
whats they were, when Patronage came in, the Patron then being the 
ſole Lord af all,or moſt part of the Pariſh, of whom all, or molt hclg ® 
in ſome ſuch tenure, as that the Lords preſentation was eſteemed in 
valnc to be the Election, and Preſentation, and Telſtimonialls of the 
majority of the other Parifhioners, they being moſt of them his Te- 
nants. | 

But now there are in moſt Pariſhes many FrecholdM : ſome altoge- 

- ther independeat of the Patron, others, wo owe nothing to him but 
ſuit and ſervice to his Courts, ard ſome cheap ways of acknowledging 
the Royalty of the Mannour in him, but in her regards are as tree 
as the Lordof the Mannor ; and it may be of as good eſtate as he, nay 
in the ſame Pariſh there may be many Mannors,and the Lords of them, 
ofas good quality as the Patron. | 


£4 -— Yea many of your ſelves of the Nobility and Gentry have your cheif 


Manſion-houſes, - where others of quality,far inferiour to your ſelves, 
claim the right of Patronage. | | 

.:For howordinarily is the next advowſor (yea ſometimes the perpetu- 
al bought by a rich Shooe-maker, Rope-maker,or Ale-draper,i who hath a 
Son to preferre, and yet who hathnot one foot of Land in the Pariſh, to 
which he hath bought the Preſentation, nor lives within many miles 
of it? whereby your-felves of the Nobility and Gentry have- many 


- © - timesa Miniſter impoſed upon you, by ſuch an homely Patron as you 


would not vouchſafe the favour,to commend a Falconer,or Groom, to 


Quality and Station of Honour, would think there ought to be ſome 
other regulation of Patronage, at lealt in ſome places, than at preſent 


uſe of Patronage. 
*The Souls of your Children and Servants, and Tenents,and your own | 
all aloud upon yuu to appear againſt it,for who would commit the 
uct of his own or others ſouls towards heaven, to ſuch an —_ 
entre 


(37) | 

trcd upon thateemplayment by aſin, which if be repent not: of, it wil 
certainly carry him to Hell. | 51-440 * 

ButI hope your picty will inlarge your care further than thoſe .few 
Pariſhes where you live and are not Patrons. | $olwy 385 

For (Generows Sirs) doth it not grieve your pious ſouls to obſerve 
inany place the Sons of El:to be Sonsof Zelzal, itrengrhning the-hands 
of the wicked by - their worſe examp!e, and making men .abhorre the 
offering of the Lord ? fearch and ſee, you may well ſuſpect that moſt of 
that leaven came if by the keys, not of Simon Peter, but of Simon 
. Sage. + - p39 | 
-- Doth it not raiſe an holy indignatien in you, to obſerve that ſome of 
them whoare ſet to watch over the flock of Garilt, are greedy Dogs, 
looking onely aftzr their gain from their quarter? inquire, will you * 
not find they - bought their entrance -into the Ghurch, and reſolve 
to-make the beſt-of their Penniworth ? P54 03/2 4633361 
_ Doth it not vex your righteous ſouls, to hear that ſome betruſted 
with the Cure of Pariſhes, can hear blaſphemings-and ſee all manner 
of exceſſe and filthineſs, and oppreſſion practiſed by thoſe on whom 
they depend, and their Afociates ? ſearch and it may be you ſhall find 
they have a refignation-gag in'their mouthes : do not your very hearts 
bleed (moſt noble Chrittians,) to ſee many hundreds of fouls putunder 
the_ pitiful guidance of ſuckan /gnaro as cannot himſelf underitanding= 
ly'anſwer to the moſt common queltions of the Catechiſm? alas! it was 
not it may be inquired by him, who preſented him, whether he was apt 
to tcach, but what he had togive? PCT RR | 
«. Donot ye{O ye Sons of Peace aud Truth) grieve and lament to-- 
ſee ſo many well meaning People,” running from the' publick Afem- 
blies, through the means of ſuch Paſtors as ſcatter rhe lock and drive- 
themaway ? for though thereare many other cauſes of the prevaili 
of ſeparationamongus, namely the-pride and obſtinacy of ſome fell 
fiinted/:Hypocrites, and the ſubtlety of ſome others, who having left 
theiitegrity ofthe humble and peaceable Non-conformilſts, have found: 
out the: knack to marry the:name and reputation of being perſecuted, 
with the real acquirements of Wealth and-applauſe from the multi-+ / 
tude, and Tome others, yet doI juſtly reckonit as themoſt pernicious 
wind'to featteranddivide (and Which indeed gives moſt opportunity, - 
and efficacy'to all other' cauſes) thar ſo many Parochial Miniſters en- 
- ternotatthe-door into the .Sheepfold, (though they uſe a Silverkey). 
- but cimbupangtheriway. #2 ays; 040! 2 nib ot BI 
-; Bet onthe other hand (Moſt CON_s Sirs) if ii « Pg finda: 
$420 earned 
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- earned and: diligent Paſtor, one, who is a burning and ſhining light, 
whoſe whole life in the integrity, humility, , kindneſs, compaſhon, in- 
effenſivencſs,' and yet ative uſefulneſs of his converſation, preacheth 
out of the Pulpit, as well as his. powerful and divine eloquence, doth 
conſtantly; from the Pulpit declare-and'urge, Repentance towards God 
and Faith towards our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; univerſal Charity toall men, 
Brotherly love and condeſcenſion to thoſe, he thinks, deſire to fear 
Gods name, and who upon.theſe beſt accounts is looked upon by the 
honeft and fincere. Chriſtians of, his;Pariſh, as the Chariot and Horſe- 
men of their Iſrael, as the light of their eyes, the Angel of their Church, 
if I fay we ſee ſuch an one,we-can foon judge of what ſtamp and Cha- 
xacter the Patron of that Living is, and cancafily trace his induction to. 
the doors of ſome of you, Noble Lords and Gentlemen ; and when we 

obſerve that even.yau your ſelves preſenting ts theſe Eccleſiaſtical pre-- 

ferments, do reſpect and honour for their works fake,, thoſe Minilters. 
yourſelves have preferred,and do the moreeſteem them, becauſe they 
mitruc, exhort, and rebuke withall autbority,. though the two-edg- 

. edſword pierce even.to the dividing aſunder of your own joints and: 

marrow, we can caſily ſee that. you therefore ſought the Patronage 
which you. claim, that, you might fill the Churches of Chrilt with 
Paſtors-according to bis own mind, not that you might reckon inthe. 
roll of your meaner Yaſſalage the deſpiſed Sgns of Levi. Lojews arts 

Go: forth therefore (Great Sirs) ia this/your Might, and you ſhall 
fave Iſracl out of the hands of the Afidiamres.. . For to you it belongs. 
under.the Kings moſt ſacred Majeſty (as'Stars of the ſame influence un- 

-der the. greater Luminary the Sun) to: be. nurſing Fathers -to Gods 
Church, .anditodeliver the poor ſtarved, neglected ſouls.of thouſands; 
ready toperiſh from thoſe Apolluons (the SimoniſtsJand'their evil Ans 


| = gells, the fonsof Perdition, But in this my juſt inveRtive againſt Si- 


mony,. I anrfarfrom ranking nnder the odjious name thereof,, the juſt 
_metributions of obſervance and ſervice, which the thankfull and: pious. 
Clergy pay to their generous Patrons,who. have freely preſented them. 
Without any-intuitionof gainor Grandeur, and who with a ſingle eye 


* therein have defigned the fervice.of God and his Church... 


© + By ſome Canons iitis provided, that if the Patron: fall into want he 
ſhould be maintained (as a Father ). by the Clerk, whom he had: 
advocatce: Judge Dodridge mentions theſe under the title of utility of 
| + butrgecs. them as of noforce in. Englernd.., And indeed jt 
ne-diparagement to.the ingenuity, . and tgnderneſa df the 
ifthey flwuld-ſtand in need. of: a Law, ox:Ganon, to: 
ka: CORr 
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tompel tofo due gratitude, as is this, to ſerve their Patrons and theit 
Honourable”and worthy Families,not only with all their Eftates, if 
their Patrons ſhould bein neceſſity, (which I hope” anl pray, "that the 
infinitely Gracious and Bountiful God will prevent, by crowning their - 
Cups full with his liberal bleſſings alwayes,) but they muftbe ready 
in the ſervice of their Patrons, if there be juſt occafion for it, to ingage 
all their abilities of Body and Mind, andall other acquired nterelts and 
adyantapes. Sa y < 
F One thing more I muſt affoil and clear the deſign of theſe Papers 
from, | | | 
And that is this, | | 
Though I have with freedom repreſented the miſchiefs which (it 
may be have) to be ſure may iſſue from reſignation-bonds, yet I muſt 
except from the malignity (for all Muſhrooms are not: poiſon) thoſe 
bonds for reſignation, which ſome pious and -careful* Patrons rake of - 
their Clerks, making no other condition of the bonds) Butthar if the 
Clerk accept of another benefice, or reſide not upon his 4iving, that 
then (though he be qualified by his acquired dependence upon ſome No- 
bleman, 'for | pluralities, or non-refidence ) however. he ſhall reſi 
A 6 Within three Months after his irfduCtion into a ſecond Benefice,' '*,* © 
. - -Tgrantthat ſach bonds are of benigne Influence for, the *good 'of the 
Church, and for the quieting the reſtlefſe ambition, and Covetouſneſſe 
of ſome Clergy men. Ss 
 And'now give me leave ( Right Honourable and Right Worſhipful) 
to prefent to your pious conſiderations, an expedient of two, to pre- 
vent the abuſevf the truſt of Patronage.in- others. of eaner ſpirits.and 
ptety than your felves,' which expedients yet will not as Thave laid 
them down; in the leaſt Setriment your free exerciſe, of, your tightof _.. ! 
—_—— ns REECE dons ee "+ | 
* Ard [only venture at the propoſal of them, thereby to ſet the | 
thoughts of your ſelves and other worthy 'Pattiots, to contrive othet * - - ? 
more effeQualpreventions of Simony. Fe: nh SO 4 
* You my pleaſe to obſerve that inmy traduQtion of Patronage, I 
'do notfound it upon the ruines'of the priviledge of particular oa 
Stepartions, to elect their own Minifters. © For it doth not appear to 
me, that there were any particular” Congregations, the Cure of lingle 
Paſtors till Patronage came in. ' Aud that in the Scripture,: or.Primi- 
Xive tires ( whit the Chprefes Continued Dioccſan(and not Favtgd 
[Into « int andfinple' Eotiftipitions) the People of the Diocelle did 
+873: 0, : E 2 
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ehvſe their ownPresbyters; who with, and under the. Biſhop. were te 
watch, over,; their: ſouls, is. more than I think can' be proved. from. 
Scriptureor. Primitive Hiſtory. , _ Penarth 

find: indeed that till the Corincil of Zaodicen, about the year 364. 
the People joined with the Presbyters of their Dioceſan Church, and 
i with the neighbouring Biitops of the Province, wherein their Dioceſs | 
b- was, in thegE\eCion of their own Biſhop; as appears from St Cyprian 
Epiſtle 68. But by the 13th. Canon of that Council of Laodicea, popu- 
Jar EleQtions were taken.away, becauſe of the tumults and outrages oft 


- attendant on them, | | 
| ſhall readily grant, th:t- when any perſon was ordained-Presby-. 
ter in any of the Churches,. whilit they continued intirely Diocefan,. 
. he was inall ikclihood to have the. Teſtimonials of the brethren, Nay 
 2even T1 nec hea St. Paul took him ih only as an Acoluthilt, 4&s 16, 
«diagay he had 
; .Brethren, -for ſo #w» may figgitie. "i | | - 
E-- .*-And I ſhaltnolefſe readily grant, that inthe Dioceſan Churches the 
 . Presbyters were ordained.in the preſence of that Church. ( or of a con- 
- , fiderable number of thememberg of itX to which they pertained. 
 - ,» Butthis is not. neceſſary therefore to be obſerved in the Ordination. 
_ of Presbyters, betruſted ) Irv with ſingle Congregatioas,. thought 
is very convenient. x | 


bis Yicharge of his Apoſtleſhip, 3wag]vpim veg oV7 - 
Teſtimonials of the brethren, or. brought. before: the 
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- whom: 


' Oxford (according to. the diſtintion of their Provinces, for preſenting 


all: the, Perſons whom they . make. Candidates for the. Livingy god! 


whom he was to-take upon him; this courfe: would be fomeſecurity: 
againſt Simoniacal contracts, . _ 5 | "I 
| And though | will not be offenſive in a ſtiffe pleading the Peoples 
rightof Election of their Parochial Presbyter, yet Ido confidently af- 
fert [That Simony will never be k;pt out of the Church, tell the People 
have more'to do in the bringing in their own Miniſter, than at this day 
is allowed to them, Which | queſtion not but it may be contrived, 
without the lealt prejudice to the exerciſe of the juitrights of Patrons.. ' 
For would it not. bea ſalve for both ſoares, :f every Patron may by Law 
be obliged, within one month after the Vacancy of a Benefice, tonomi- 
nate three Probationers*for the Living, to the. rural Dean,and the other- 
AiniFters of that Deanery, wberin the vacant Living ts ; and that thoſe 
Clerpy men of the Deanery be obliged, diligently and faithfully tainquire 
snto the abilitie® and due qualifications of the Perſons nominated, and if 
no juſt exception can be made and proved. again#t. them, that then the 
Clergy of the Deanery ſhould within one month more commend them to the. 
Pariſhioners, that they alſo may inquire into the merites. of the Candi: 
dates : and after one month more reſerved tothe People for ſuch inquiry,” . 
that they ſhould repreſent bask to the Patron, by their humblg Petition and. 
T eftimonials,twoof the Perſons named to them:dcclaring,their readineſs to 
ſit down under the Miniſtry of either of them, leaving it.to the Patron to 
preſent tothe Biſhop of the Dioceſſe which of thoſe two he pleaſeth, . 
But if the fir{t three nominated by the Patron.be all,. or ſome of theng/ 
found perſons not fit to take upon tkem the Cure of Souls,that then he _ 
. ſhall nominatea new, within one Month after notice from+the Clergy 
of the Deanery,to fill up the triumvicateof the Candidates, with wor-- 
thy and eligible Perſons; And. upon his neglect therein, that then it- 
may be lawful for one of the two famous Univerſities, . Cambridge and. 


to the Javings whoſe Patrons are Recuſants . convict) to rfominate,. 
(within one Month after notice from the rural. Dean and. his Compref- 
byters) one or more,, as Candidates for the Benefice, to paſſe the ap- 
probation of the Clergy, of the Deanery, andalſo of the Pariſhioners 5, 
who are to preſent to the Patron by their Petition,two, (whether of his 
own or of the Univerſities nomination) one of which, the Patron be 
obliged to preſent to the Biſhops, _. | > 64 
* Bythis Honourable and pious-condeſcenſion, the Patrons will pre- 
ſerve the power of preſenting ,jatire' in their own hands, and gratifie 


| (43) 
-oblige the People to. ſerye them andtheir generous Families on all oc- 
caſhons,and will withal prevent the People running out into ſuch FaCti- 
'6ns and Diviiions,as uſually attend more free popular Elections. | 
And 1 am confident, that all thoſe Hofiourable Patrons, who by the 
inward ſence of their own Great ani Noble Hearts, have taſted the 
ſweetneſs of doing good and obliging others, will think this propo- 
ſal not much unlike. that advice of the old men to King Reboboam) 
ſerve the Peop'e but for one day, they will be your ſervants for ever, 
' * Hf any man thinks this procefle too much about,let him propound a 
nearer and more effetual courſe, whereby it may be ſecured that the 
' Paſtor ſhall enter into the Sheepfold at the door, and not climb up ano- 
ther way, and all the Parochial Congregations in England will have 
cavuſeto thank him. And Iam ſo far from thinking my propoſal fit to 
be obtruded on thoſe in Authority, that I declare, the lignificancy of 
It tobeonly toanſwer this queſtion [Whether can the Patrons right of 
nomination without danger of Simony, and the Peoples power of Ele:on 
without danger of tumults, be at once ſecured} : aud 1 have ſhewed that 
the thing is feiſibleas toboth parts ofit. |  __ 
'But if thore bea diſlike of this propoſal, I will venture at a ſecond, 
which I am ſure would bring Eccleſiaſtical affairs one ſtep nearer to the 
Pattern of the Primitive Churches, than at preſent they are. . | 
* Let therefore the Clergy of each rural Deanary, be obliged to make 
A yearly contribution propotionably to the value of their reſpeive 
Livings,for the maintenance of but one third part ſo many Deacons or 
AcoJyths,(Probationers for the Miniftry as there are Benefices in the* 
- Deanery; and ler theſe be choſen by the joint vote of the Miniſters of 
The Deanery, reſerving to the People of the ſeveral Pariſhes, liberty 
_ kveKeept againſt the choice of any propqunded for Acolyths, if they 


- can'pive in juſt exceptions, no others be admitted Curates in the 


Deanery;but theſe Acolyths or Deacons, who may be as Chaplains in 
Gentlemens houſes within the Deanery, -or boarded ih the houſes of 
the molt learned and experienced Miniſters of the Deanery ; till they 
arepreferre to the Preiſthyod or Presbyterſhip, and' be indulged to 
read Divine Tervice,and Preach ſometimes, vpon the neceſlary abſence 
or ſickneſs of any of the Miniſters, wt Set -4- + a 
-Andlet the Miniſter, whoſe-Cure an Acolyth ſupplies, be obliged to 


| givehim aparticular allowance,forthe time ofhis ſupply,over &above 


© SA8ytarlyallowahccout ofthe common-eontributionsof the Deanery. - - 
| 2"Bythipmeins the Nation wonldbe caſed for thefuture, of all Tuper- 
s..  $S11C0"* | | | | nume- 
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numerary---ſine--- Cures, who, being thrown off by thoſe who-once: 
entertained them as their Curates, have art. preſent .no ſubſiltence 
but what Clandeſtine Marriages-or other worſe arts do furniſh out to- 
them, 

Care being thus taken for ſem'naries of Miniſters in every Deanery,. 
' thatthen, upon the vacancy of a Benefice, the Patron be not permit- 
ted to wander in his choice, from one end of the Land tothe other, (as. 
it is at this.day) but be obliged ordinarily $0 preſent, either a Fellow 
ofa Colledge in one of the Univerſities, or one of the Deacons of. the: 
Deanery wherein the vacant Benefice is ſeated ;. Reſerving itill liberty 
to their Patron to preſent, with the conſent and approbation of the Lord 
Biſhop of the Dioceſſe, any eminently learned and pious, within the 
compaſle of the Dioceſſe, orif he defireto preſent any one Living out. + 
ofthe Dioceſle, that he be obliped firſt to obtain the conſent both of 
the Lord Biſhop of the Dioceſle wherein: the Perſon lives, and of the 
Lord Biſhop of that other Dioceſſe whether he defires to tranſplant: 
him, under both their Epiſcopal Seales. ; 

As this would much comport with ſome of the laudable-cuſtomes of 
Antiquity fo-would it much obſtruct the ſubtle runs,of Simony, and. 
yet not in the leaſt prejudice the exercife of the juſt rights of Patrons.. 
Hf: any man thall laugh atmeas an impertinently-buſic Fool, in making. 
theſe propoſals, 45.57 the Nobility and Gentry would never upon any: 
8germes, be prevailed with to let go the hold they have got upon the Clergy,. 
to keep them mean and low ſpirited, by their dependence upon them for- 
preferment, and to make gainful advantages to themſelves by their pre-- 

ERLATEONS.. — | $5... : $4 att 
4 E ſhall return-no- other: anſwer to ſuch an objeCtion, but this,  Thes F. 
_ wag; Honourable thoughts of the Engliſh: Nobility and Gentry thane 

e hath. ES ; 

And indeed no man but one of an Envious and malicious.temper,.can; 
fuſpect, that when both the Nobility and Gentry have dedicated fome- 
of theirown Sons to the Miniſtry, (Perſons no leſs emient for piet 
prudence, and:learning,. than. for birth,). that yet they ſhould cherithy 
ſomalignant a defign,. as this objector idfinvates, namelyto leave no- 
other entrances open to Eccleſiaſtical preferments,' buteither.a door of 
Simony, or adoor of Slavery. \ ., | 
_ And therefore (Great Sirs) Hoping thatmy _ may provoke the-. 
Wiſdome of ſome others, to ſtudy more effeual methods / for! the- 
healing eur Malady; [1 ſhall-prefume:to: wake vac ng 
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the ſame te.:dency With my former. ' + © | 
- Bepleaſed thereforeif nothing more can be obtained in this caſe, at. 
deaſt to prevail,that theforfeitureof Preſentations made by: Simoniacal 
contracts, may upon detection and conviction of the Simony,.devolve 
the right of preſenting upon one of: the two Univerſities, as it is in the 
caſeot conviction of Recuſancy. ; q 
And withal,that the Sccretaries or Regiſters, of the moſt Reverend 
Fathers the B.thops, be obliged, within ten dayes after the preſentati- 
oof any Clerk to their Lords,to give notice of the name of the Clerk 
-preſented to tlie Clergy of the Deanery, wherein the Living lyes, and 
£0 the*Pariſhioners ofthe place; -and that twenty dayes (after notice) 
be allowed to the Clergy of the Deanery, and the Pariſhoners to enter 


th * 


their juſt exceptions before the Biſhop, if they can make any againſt 


The Clerk preſented, and be obliged to prove the ſame withia (me 
Month after their allegation is given in, by ſufficient Teſtimony before 
the Lord Biſhop of the Diocelle. And that no quare Impedit may be 
granted forth, where the Biſhop certifies within three months after the 
preſentation madeto him, the Allegations and proofs againſt the party 
preſented, both into his Majelties: Court at We##minſter, and to the 
- Patron. | | | Fad 

And that the ſtatute for the legal capacity of men for Livings, be 
ſcrucd vp as near as may be, to the Canon of the Scriptures. 

" This method alſo, is no way prejudicial to. the exerciſe of the juſt 
rights of Patrons. > job | 
..-And nowright Honourable, and Right Worſhipful, 1 ſhall not adde 
the leaſt incentive more, tooblige your pious za to attempt the pre- 
venting the miſcheivous 'influences of Simony, to the-debauching of 
_ the Miniiry,and to the expoſing of this once glorious-Church of Exg- 


 landto the ſcornandderifion of her Enemies. | 


For I doubt not but your zeal forthe Glory of God, and for the Ho- 
aur of your Mother the Church, and for the: ſecuring Truth and the 
- Purity of the Goſpelamong't vs; will ingage you'to much more, than 
' #he bare prevention of SimonydireQly leades to. | 
-,- And that your-Pious: zeal may not- want -yet.more matter: forthe 


- employmentof its vigorous and: benevolent ardor, give me leave toob- 

_ ſervetoyov, what many Pious Perſons have oft lamented, as adefect 

. amogt us,and for which our- Church may juſtly fear that God hath a 

Gontroverſie with ber, a yo no 2 NY 

2: It ig: panfelled by a Aimepe, :that-ſearce.any /Nation: in the World 
Tek cs 


hath 


hath ſpread her Sailsfor Traffick further than the Engliſh : and beſides 


that,our forreign plantations near,or upon, both the African and Ame- 
rican Continents, are ſo many and ſo- conveniently ſeated, that no 
Chriitian Nation hath opportunity of piercing deeper into thoſe vaſt 
Heathenith Inlands than the Engliſh. 

And yet can we ſay we have improved the advantages God hath put 
into our hands, to his glory, and the propagation of his Goſpel of 
Truth ? have we made ſo much as one ſolemn miſſion of pious and 
learned men (ſet apart for the work, with publick Faſting and Prayer) 
to preach the glad Tidings of Salvation in Jeſus Chrit, ſo much as to 
thoſe poor ignorant Heathen and Idolaters that confine upon the Engliſh 
pale? yea, or to the poor Negroes, which are detained in cruel ſlavery 
inourown plantations? I need not ſay what ſuccefſe we might expect 


' upon the ſending forth of ſuch Evangelilts fitted for the work, ifa miſſi- 


on was annually or triennially made * to be-ſure thereby the ſincere 
Truth of the Goſpel (cleared from the ſuperſtitions wherewith the Ro- 

man Miſſionaries —_ would be ſpread-amonglt thoſe who yet fit 

in, darkneſs and m the ſhadow of death. And this courſe would be a 

key to let in the Engliſh Merchant further than ever yet he hath peirced, 

into the knowledge of the Commodities of thoſe vait Inland Countries : 

and ſo Truth and Trade, would mutnally make way for one another, 

to the juſt glory and advantage of the Engliſh Nation. 

This I confeſs is a project above my ſtock of braines to manage, on- 
ly becauſe of ſome affinity it bears to my preſent ſubject, I could not 
forbear (Great Sirs)) the propoſal of it to your pious conſiderations. 
And your faithful management of the opportunities betruſted to you 
for the ſervice of God, and the enlargement of the Kingdome of his 
Son at home and.abroad, you may be afſured, will not only make an 
acceſſion of honours to your ſelves, and your Generous Families, bur 
_ in alſo increaſe of Grace and Peace to you from God the Father, 
and from the Lord Jeſus Chriſtour Saviour, Amer. 
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